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DUCKWORTH celebrates its 125th anniversary in 2023. 
Founded by Gerald Duckworth in 1898, it remains one of the 

oldest British imprints under independent ownership. 

Through its history, Duckworth has published renowned 
authors including Virginia Woolf, D. H. Lawrence, Anthony 

Powell, Evelyn Waugh, Charlotte Mew, Oliver Sacks, 
Beryl Bainbridge and Penelope Fitzgerald. 

Our mission is still to seek out and publish brilliant books 
for curious, independent minds. We hope you enjoy our 

selection for 2023.





In Ordinary 
Time

Carmel Mc Mahon

2 February 2023
ISBN 9780715654477

Memoir

256 pages | £16.99

Demy hardback

Illus: Integrated B/W throughout

Territories: World English

HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

In 1993, aged twenty, Carmel Mc Mahon 
left Ireland for New York, carrying two 
suitcases and a ton of unseen baggage.
It took years, and a bitter struggle with 
alcohol addiction, to unpick the intricate 
traumas of her past and present.

From tragically lost siblings to the 
broader social scars of the Famine and 
the Magdalene Laundries, In Ordinary Time 
mines the ways that trauma reverberates 
through time and through individual lives, 
drawing connections to the events and 
rhythms of Ireland’s long history. 

A multi-layered exploration 
of trauma, memory, grief and 
addiction
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FEBRUARY | DUCKWORTH

Carmel Mc Mahon grew up in County 
Meath, and lived in New York City 1993–2021, 
when she returned to renovate a house on 
Ireland’s west coast. A graduate of CUNY, her 
writing has been published in the Irish Times, 
Humanities Review and Roanoke Review, and 
shortlisted for the Hennessy Literary Award.  

@carmel_mc_mahon
carmelmaria

Fragments of a Family History



FEBRUARY | DUCKWORTH
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‘Stunning... Truth and honesty shine out of every line’

MARY COSTELLO, author of Academy Street

‘Beautiful, compelling, thought-provoking... An uncompromising reflection on 

what it means to be of Irish heritage today’

TARA FLYNN

Carmel Mc Mahon at Doonfeeny Cemetery, Co. Mayo, Ireland, 2021

‘A vivid, evocative and resonant counterpoint of time, memory and meaning’

JOSEPH O’CONNOR, award-winning author of Shadowplay
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FEBRUARY | DUCKWORTH

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

For the first time, this innovative social 
history brilliantly – and radically – shows 
us the city’s most compelling period 
(1780–1870) at street level. 

From beggars and thieves to musicians 
and missionaries, porters and hawkers 
to sex workers and street criers, Jensen 
unites a breadth of original research and 
first-hand accounts to tell their stories in 
their own words. 

What emerges is a buzzing, cosmopolitan 
world of the working classes, diverse 
in gender, ethnicity, origin, ability and 
occupation – a world that challenges and 
fascinates us still.

A rising star historian brings 
Dickensian London to real and 
vivid life

Oskar Jensen gained his doctorate in History 
from Christ Church, Oxford. A BBC New 
Generation Thinker 2022 and a former 
Leverhulme Early Career Fellow, he is a 
Fellow at Newcastle University. He has 
appeared on BBC1 and BBC Radio 3 and 4. 
Vagabonds is his first trade non-fiction book.      

Vagabonds

Oskar Jensen

16 February 2023
ISBN 9780715654958

History

352 pages | £10.99

B-format paperback

Illus: 8 pp. colour plate section

Territories: World English

Life on the Streets of 
Nineteenth-Century London

@OskarCoxJensen
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‘Vigorous and necessary’

IAIN SINCLAIR, author of The Last London

‘Utterly captivating’

FERN RIDDELL, BBC History

‘Extraordinary. Jensen is the real deal’

THE TIMES

FEBRUARY | DUCKWORTH

John Dempsey, ‘Charles McGee, Crossing Sweeper, London’ (c.1824)

Collection: Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery



HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

In 1979, seven-year-old Monica was sent 
by her father, the president of Equatorial 
Guinea, to be educated under the 
guardianship of his ally, Kim Il Sung.  
Within months, her father was executed 
in a military coup. Monica would have to 
make her life in Pyongyang.

Reaching adulthood, she went in search 
of her roots. Spending time in Madrid, 
Malabo, then New York, Seoul and finally 
London, she was forced at every step to 
reckon with damning perceptions of her 
adoptive homeland.

Optimistic yet unflinching, Monica’s 
astonishing story challenges us to see 
the world through different eyes.

The extraordinary true story 
of a West African girl’s 
upbringing in North Korea
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MARCH | DUCKWORTH

Monica Macias is the daughter of Francisco 
Macias, the first president of Equatorial Guinea 
following its independence from Spanish 
colonial rule. She now lives in south London. 
Black Girl from Pyongyang is her first book to 
be published in English, and she will be the 
subject of a forthcoming documentary film.  

Black Girl
From 
Pyongyang

Monica Macias

2 March 2023
ISBN 9780715654309

Memoir

304 pages

Royal hardback | £18.99

Illus: Integrated B/W throughout

Territories: World

In Search of My Identity



MARCH | DUCKWORTH
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Monica Macias with her military school ‘platoon’ (1979)

‘An evocative memoir of a remarkable childhood’

FLORENCE OLÁJÍDÉ, bestselling author of Coconut

‘A fascinating account of a woman’s quest for autonomy’

LILY DUNN, author of Sins of My Father

‘A beautiful and startling coming of age story’

ALI MILLAR, author of The Last Days

.
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Beautiful 
new editions
celebrating our
125th anniversary

Paperback
March 2023

The Nordic Theory of Everything
In Search of a Better Life

Anu Partanen
Social science | £10.99

9780715654897

How the Nordic countries can 
teach us to lead easier, healthier, 
happier lives 

Anu Partanen examines why the 
Western world suffers from such 
stark inequality and struggling social 
services, and argues that we can 
rebuild our societies and rekindle 
optimism by following in the 
footsteps of our Nordic neighbours.

Anu Partanen is a writer and journalist 
whose work has appeared in the New 
York Times, Atlantic and Fortune. She was 
a recipient of the Stanford University 
Innovation Journalism Fellowship. She lives 
in Helsinki.

Territories: UKC exc. Can



9

Tiger Woman
A Wild Life
Betty May

Memoir | £9.99

The Ten Thousand Things
John Spurling

Historical fiction | £10.99

Territories: World
Territories: World English

The fearless tale of the original ‘Party 
Girl’, in her own scurrilous words

Born into abject poverty in Limehouse, 
Betty May – aka ‘the Tiger Woman’ – 
become a bohemian celebrity 
sensation between the wars, elbowing 
her way to the top of London’s social 
scene in a succession of dramatic 
fights, flights and marriages.

Betty May (b. 1894) was renowned artists’ 
muse, singer and dancer, and became 
associated with the occultist Aleister 
Crowley. Tiger Woman was first published 
by Duckworth in 1929. May died in the 
latter half of the twentieth century.

9780715654910
9780715654941

A highly acclaimed novel set in
fourteenth-century China

In the turbulent final years of the Yuan 
Dynasty, Wang Meng is a bureaucrat 
in the government of the Mongol 
conquerors. He is also a gifted artist 
whose paintings capture the infinite 
expanse of China’s natural beauty. 
Winner of the Walter Scott Prize.

John Spurling is an award-winning historical 
novelist and was the art critic of the
New Statesman. He lives in London and 
is the author of several books, including 
Arcadian Days and Arcadian Nights.
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Through Two Doors at Once
The Enigmatic Story of Our Quantum Reality

Anil Ananthaswamy
Popular science | £9.99

China in Ten Words
Yu Hua

Memoir/Cultural history | £9.99

Territories: UKC exc. India, Can
Territories: UKC exc. Can

The clearest, most accessible 
explanation yet of the amazing 
world of quantum mechanics

Science’s greatest minds have grappled 
with questions posed by the simple 
yet elusive ‘double-slit’ experiment 
in order to understand the fabric 
of our universe. With his extraordi-
nary gift for making the complicated 
comprehensible, Anil Ananthaswamy 
reveals the answers.

Anil Ananthaswamy is an award-winning 
science writer and former deputy editor 
of New Scientist. He has also written for 
Nature, National Geographic News, Discover, 
Wall Street Journal and Literary Review.

9780715654934
9780715654903

A courageous, witty and intimate 
memoir of China framed in ten 
telling words

People. Leader. Reading. Writing. 
Revolution. Grassroots. Through these 
and other common vernacular words 
and phrases, Yu Hua – widely regarded 
as one of China’s greatest living writers 
– tells powerful personal stories of the 
Chinese experience from the Cultural 
Revolution to the 2010s.

Yu Hua is the author of several bestsellers 
in China and his work has been translated 
into more than twenty languages. In 2002, 
he became the first Chinese writer to win 
the James Joyce Award. He lives in Beijing.
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Must-have 
modern classics 

showcasing 
the best of 

Duckworth

Paperback
March 2023

David Bowie Made Me Gay
100 Years of LGBT Music

Darryl W. Bullock
Music history | £10.99

9780715654927

The definitive book on the 
influence of LGBT performers on 
modern music

LGBT voices have changed the course 
of music. Pulling back the curtain on the 
colourful world that shaped our musical 
and cultural landscape, David Bowie Made 
Me Gay tells the inspiring and often 
heartbreaking stories that emphasise 
why we must keep up the fight for 
equality in the spotlight.

Darryl W. Bullock is a writer and editor 
who has been profiled in the Guardian, 
Sunday Times and Gay Times and has 
featured on BBC 1 and Channel 4. His 
popular blog is The World’s Worst Records. 

Territories: World exc. Can



HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

One of the most potent questions we 
ask about the cosmos is: are we alone?

The Possibility of Life traces our scientific 
understanding of what and where life 
in the universe could be, from Galileo 
and Copernicus through to our current 
tracking of exoplanets in the ‘Goldilocks 
zone’, where life akin to ours on Earth 
might exist.

Along the way, Jaime Green interweaves 
insights from a long tradition of science 
fiction that uses imagination to extrap-
olate worlds, in turn inspiring scientists 
and their research. 

A dazzling scientific and 
cultural adventure through 
our ideas about the cosmos
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APRIL | DUCKWORTH

Jaime Green is a science writer, essayist and 
series editor of The Best American Science and 
Nature Writing. She received her MFA in 
Creative Non-fiction from Columbia 
University, and her writing has appeared in 
Slate, Popular Science, the New York Times Book 
Review, Catapult, Astrobites and elsewhere. 

The Possibility 
of Life

Jaime Green

20 April 2023
ISBN 9780715654811

Popular science

304 pages | £20

Royal hardback

Territories: UKC exc. Can

Searching for Kinship in the 
Cosmos

@jaimealyse
jaimealyse
www.jaimegreen.net
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APRIL | DUCKWORTH

PAPERBACK | FICTION

Sarajevo, spring 1992. When ethnic 
violence erupts, Zora, an artist and 
teacher, sends her husband and elderly 
mother to safety with her daughter in 
England. Reluctant to believe that 
hostilities will last more than a few 
weeks, she stays behind. 

As the city falls under siege, Zora and 
her friends are forced to rebuild 
themselves, over and over. Theirs is a 
breathtaking story of disintegration, 
resilience and courage.

‘A moving, compelling, deeply 
human novel about love and 
hope in a city under siege’ 
Emma Stonex, author of 
The Lamplighters

Priscilla Morris is the daughter of a
Yugoslav mother and a Cornish father.
She grew up in London, spending summers in 
Sarajevo, and studied at Cambridge and UEA.
Black Butterflies is nominated for the
Authors’ Club Best First Novel Award
and the Women’s Prize 2023.

Black
Butterflies
Priscilla Morris

20 April 2023
ISBN 9780715654613

Literary fiction

288 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback

Territories: UKC exc. Can

priscillamorriswriter

www.priscillamorris.org
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HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

The Case for Nature sets out with 
expert clarity how protecting nature is 
both the right thing to do, and in our 
economic interests; and how, taking a 
cue from many indigenous worldviews, 
nature must be woven into our modern 
societies, not set apart. 

Siddarth Shrikanth introduces the 
pioneers of the nature-positive revolution 
who are tackling the biodiversity crisis 
and explains ‘natural capital’, giving us the 
tools to understand how our economies 
can work with, not against, our living planet.

A positive manifesto for
regenerating our planet through 
the power of natural capital

MAY | DUCKWORTH

Siddarth Shrikanth studied Conservation Biology 
at Oxford, and has an MBA from Stanford and 
an MPA from Harvard. He previously worked in 
corporate sustainability for McKinsey and environ-
mental policy for the World Bank, and was a writer 
at the Financial Times. Siddarth is now based in 
London and works in climate and nature investing.

The Case for
Nature

Siddarth Shrikanth

18 May 2023
ISBN 9780715654729

Economics/Environment

304 pages | £20

Royal hardback

Territories: UKC exc. India, Can

Pioneering Solutions for the 
Other Planetary Crisis

@siddshrikanth
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Gardens by the Bay, Singapore

MAY | DUCKWORTH

‘Shrikanth provides clear and tangible examples of how to not only
safeguard humanity’s future, but fuel economic growth and prosperity’

AL GORE

‘Eloquent, informed and inspiring: a must-read
for all those who care about the planet’

ISABELLA TREE, author of Wilding

‘A triumph and a vital resource as we move towards a world in
which the intrinsic value of healthy, vibrant nature is recognised’

BEN GOLDSMITH

‘A deeply engaging and insightful guide to natural capital, and a 
much-needed reflection on our relationship with the planet we love’

ALICIA SIEGER, author of Settling Climate Accounts:
Navigating the Road to Net Zero



MAY | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK | FICTION

Glasgow, 1829: Isobel, a young 
seamstress, sets sail for a new life in 
Salem, Massachusetts.

There, she meets Nathaniel, a fledgling 
writer, and the two are drawn instantly 
to one another: he is haunted by his 
ancestors, who sent innocent women 
to the gallows in the witch trials; while 
she is an unusually gifted needleworker, 
troubled by her own strange talents.

Together, they are dark storyteller and
muse; enchanter and enchanted. But 
which is which?

Laced with magic and desire, 
Hester reimagines the iconic 
heroine of The Scarlet Letter

Laurie Lico Albanese is a former publisher 
and journalist and the author of three previous 
novels and a memoir. Hester is her fourth novel. 
Originally from Long Island, she has two children 
and lives with her husband in New Jersey.

Hester
Laurie Lico Albanese

4 May 2023
ISBN 9780715654842

Historical fiction

336 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback

Territories: UKC exc. Can

@Laurie_Albanese
lauriealbanese
www.laurielicoalbanese.com



JUNE | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

For Nicholas Hawthorne, the Catholic 
heir to Measham Hall, subterfuge is 
everyday. But there are deeper and darker 
secrets even than his family’s outlawed 
religion: why is his father, Sir William, so 
reclusive? What became of his mother, 
and his boundary-defying aunt Alethea? 
And who fatally betrayed his cousin 
Matthew?

As England slides towards invasion by 
the Protestant forces of Prince William 
of Orange, Nicholas becomes entangled 
in conspiracies within King James II’s 
court – and soon learns that both truth 
and love come at a high price. 

Return to Measham Hall in this 
17th-century tale of espionage 
and intrigue

Anna Abney is among the last descendants
of the Abney family, former residents of 
Measham Hall, a lost house of Derbyshire. 
Anna writes fiction, journalism and drama. 
Born and raised in London, she lived in Ireland for 
thirteen years, and now resides in rural Kent.

The Messenger
of Measham Hall

Anna Abney

29 June 2023
ISBN 9780715654798

Historical fiction

304 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: World

@MDewhurst3

Measham Hall, Book 2

Book 1
9780715654507

MORE IN THE MEASHAM HALL SERIES



JULY | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

Madame Mystique is a performer at the 
1933 Chicago World’s Fair.  Of African 
American and Sicilian heritage, Mystique – 
aka Rosa Mancuso – moves on the margins. 

But her ambiguous status serves a hidden 
vendetta: she awaits the arrival of Paolo, a 
dashing pilot sent by Mussolini to dazzle 
spectators with a phenomenal air show.

Back in Sicily, his band of young 
Fascists had murdered her relatives as 
the old Mafia families were brutally swept 
away. Now Rosa is fixed on revenge...

A page-turning historical novel 
set against the backdrop of civil 
injustice and the rise of Fascism

Anika Scott grew up outside in the Great 
Lakes region of the USA and worked as a 
journalist before moving to Germany. She is 
the internationally bestselling author of
The German Heiress and The Soviet Sisters,
with combined sales of over 100,000 copies. 

Sinners of
Starlight City
Anika Scott

20 July 2023
ISBN 9780715655023

Historical fiction

352 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: UKC exc. Can

@AnikaScott1
anikawritesbooks
anikascott.com



JULY | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

In his classic memoirs A.  A. Milne, with his 
characteristic self-deprecating humour, 
recalls a blissfully happy childhood in the 
company of his brothers, and writes with 
touching affection about his father whom 
he adored.

This is both an account of how a writer 
was formed and a charming period piece 
on literary life – Milne met countless famous 
authors including H. G. Wells,  J. M. Barrie of 
Peter Pan fame and Rudyard Kipling.

The immensely charismatic
autobiography of A. A. Milne,
creator of Winnie-the-Pooh

A. A. Milne (Alan Alexander) is best
known for his books about the teddy bear
Winnie-the-Pooh. Before WWI, he was
Editor of Punch magazine and, after leaving
the army, he began to write plays, short
stories and novels. Milne continued to be a 
prolific writer until his death in 1956.

It’s Too Late 
Now
A.  A. Milne

13 July 2023
ISBN 9780715655047

Autobiography

288 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback

Territories: World English

See page 33 for more
A. A. Milne publishing 

from our sister imprint
Farrago in 2023



JULY | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

In downtown Manhattan in 1912, a group 
of women gathered, all fired by a desire to 
change the world. 

This was the first meeting of ‘Heterodoxy’,
a secret social club whose members were
passionate advocates of women’s suffrage,
labour rights, equal marriage and free love.

Hotbed is the never-before-told story of
the club whose audacious ideas and unruly
acts transformed an international feminist
agenda into a modern way of life.

The dazzling history of the 
early feminists who trailblazed 
a movement

Joanna Scutts is a literary critic, historian and 
the author of The Extra Woman. She has written 
for the New York Times, Washington Post and 
New Yorker. Raised in London and educated at 
Cambridge and Sussex universities, she gained 
her PhD from Columbia University. She lives 
in Paris.

Hotbed

Joanna Scutts

20 July 2023
ISBN 9780715655085

History of Feminism

416 pages | £12.99

B-format paperback

Territories: UKC exc. Can @JC_Scutts
joanna_scutts
joannascutts.com

Bohemian New York 
and the Secret Club that 
Sparked Modern Feminism



AUGUST | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

No football club in the world has fans
like Union Berlin. The underdogs from
East Berlin have stuck it to the Stasi, built
their own stadium, and even given blood
to save their club. But now, they face a
new and terrifying prospect: success.

Scheisse! tells the human stories behind
the unexpected rise of this unique club,
interwoven with a witty cultural history
of contemporary Berlin that shines a
light on the social issues which still
define the German capital thirty years
after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

A club on the rise. A city in flux. 
This is Union Berlin.

Kit Holden is a British-German author and 
journalist who lives and works in Berlin.
He covers German news and sport for
Agence France-Presse, The Athletic, Die Zeit and 
others. He writes regularly on Union Berlin 
for Der Tagesspiegel.

Scheisse! We’re 
Going Up!

Kit Holden

17 August 2023
ISBN 9780715654859

History of sport

256 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback

Territories: World

The Unexpected Rise of
Berlin’s Rebel Football Club

@KitHolden



SEPTEMBER | DUCKWORTH
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PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

Our vision of Victorian Britain tends
to the monolithic – white, imperialist,
prurient, patrician. However, there was
another, more diverse Britain, populated
by people of colour marking extraordi-
nary achievements.

In this deeply researched, dynamic and
revelatory history, Abraham and Woolf
draw our attention to marginalised
Black Victorians, showing how Black
lives were visible, present and influential.

A landmark history exploring
and celebrating the lives of
Black Victorians

Dr John Woolf is a nineteenth-century specialist 
who read History at Cambridge and Goldsmiths. 
He has produced BBC documentaries and is a 
co-writer of Stephen Fry’s Victorian Secrets and
Edwardian Secrets. His first book was The Wonders.

Black Victorians

Keshia N. Abraham
John Woolf

14 September 2023
ISBN 9780715654880

History

378 pages | £12.99

B-format paperback

Territories: World English

@drjohnwoolf

Hidden in History

Dr Keshia N. Abraham, founder and
president of The Abraham Consulting Agency,
is an African Diaspora scholar and JEDI (Justice,
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion) educator.

abraham.agency



SEPTEMBER | DUCKWORTH
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Samuel Coleridge Taylor, composer, c.1900 (Image courtesy of Croydon Archives)

‘Black Victorians shows us, in vivid detail, how Black people didn’t just 

take part in the Victorian era, they shaped it’

DAVID LAMMY MP

‘Meatily researched and illuminating... [brings] to swaggering life a group 

of Britons who have spent too long in the shadows’

THE TIMES

‘An important contribution to the history of Africans in Britain’

ONYEKA NUBIA, author of Blackamoores and

England’s Other Countrymen



OCTOBER | DUCKWORTH
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HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

Witty, warm and beautifully crafted,
Jonathan Hollins’ tales of island vetting 
are not only full of wonderful creatures – 
including the world’s oldest known living 
land animal, Jonathan the giant tortoise – 
they are also steeped in the unique local 
history, cultures and peoples of the islands, 
far removed from the hustle of modern life. 

Discover the Falklands, a sprawling
archipelago rich in wildlife and fish;
lush St Helena and its cindery sister
Ascension; and Tristan da Cunha, a tiny, 
remote community of 250 souls carving 
out an existence on an active volcano. 

The warm, inspirational tales 
of a vet stationed in the
remote South Atlantic Islands

Jonathan Hollins MRCVS graduated from 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and has been 
a working vet for four decades. Since the mid-
2000s, he has spent long periods as a senior 
vet in the British Overseas Territories of the 
South Atlantic and has a home on St Helena. 
He has written for the UK national press and 
presented documentary features for BBC 
Radio 3 and Radio 4.   

Vet at the End 
of the Earth

Jonathan Hollins

5 October 2023
ISBN 9780715654866

Autobiography

304 pages | £16.99

Demy hardback

Territories: UKC exc. Can

Adventures with Animals in 
the South Atlantic
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OCTOBER | DUCKWORTH

HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

Since the dawn of philosophy, the world’s 
great thinkers have been unable to resist 
the lure of applying their formidable 
brains not only to the meaning of life, but 
also to the meaning of coffee, trapped 
wind or efficient boiler installation.

Now, from Wollstonecraft to
Wittgenstein, Laozi to Locke, Aristotle 
to Arendt, Great Minds on Small Things 
brings together their many and varied 
observations in a highly entertaining and 
eye-opening miscellany that is guaranteed 
to make life’s mundanities suddenly seem 
a lot more highbrow. 

A witty, entertaining, highly
giftable compendium of
quotidian wisdom

Matthew Qvortrup is Professor of Political 
Science and International Relations at
Coventry University and the acclaimed author 
of Angela Merkel: Europe’s Most Influential Leader. 
He regularly appears on broadcast media and 
writes for publications including Philosophy Now. 

Great Minds on 
Small Things

Matthew Qvortrup

5 October 2023
ISBN 9780715654965

Philosophy

152 pages | £12.99

B-format hardback

Territories: World

The Philosophers’ Guide
to Everyday Life

@drqvortrup

9780715654378

MORE BY MATTHEW QVORTRUP
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OCTOBER | DUCKWORTH

HARDBACK | FICTION

A killer. A saint. A town full of whispers…

When an English expat is brutally
murdered, his charred corpse left on a 
Loire Valley hillside, the police turn to
juge d’instruction Matthieu Lombard to find 
the perpetrator.

But rather than towards an arrest, each 
clue he uncovers seems to point in one, 
unexpected direction – Joan of Arc. Is 
the answer to the murder hiding in the 
barroom gossip of the Lion d’Or? Or in 
another century altogether?

The first in a thrilling new crime 
series from the bestselling
author of Death and Croissants

The Man Who 
Didn’t Burn

Ian Moore

12 October 2023
ISBN 9781788424318

Crime and Mystery

288 pages | £14.99

Demy hardback

Territories: World

Juge Lombard, Book 1

Ian Moore is a leading comedian and
TV/radio performer. He is the author of 
the bestselling Follet Valley series, which 
includes Death and Croissants and Death 
and Fromage.

@MonsieurLeMoore
monsieurLeMoore
www.ianmoore.info

MORE BY IAN MOORE

A Follet Valley Mystery, Book 1
9781788424233

A Follet Valley Mystery, Book 2
9781788424271



NOVEMBER | DUCKWORTH

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

A pocket-sized book of inspiration from 
the author of the bestselling assertiveness 
bible, A Woman in Your Own Right. 

Pop it in your bag and draw on it to
boost your self-belief, self-insight 
and assertiveness each and every day. 

365 inspirational insights to 
strengthen and inspire women, 
one for every day of the year

Anne Dickson is a psychologist, counsellor, 
trainer and writer with over forty years’
experience of teaching communication skills 
and management of emotions. She is the 
author of A Woman in Your Own Right, which 
sold over 1 million copies since it was first 
published in 1982. She lives in Hampshire.

A Book of 
Your Own

Anne Dickson

2 November 2023
ISBN 9780715655108

Self-help

152 pages | £6.99

Paperback 148 x 106mm

Territories: World

27

Inspirational Wisdom for 
Women, Every Day of the Year 9780715654545

MORE BY ANNE DICKSON



FARRAGO publishes fiction to make you smile, to tickle 
your funny bone. We make sure that, once you’ve found one 

funny book, there’s a whole series to enjoy.

Farrago readers can trust us to bring them new series to 
keep the laughter going all year round.
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PAPEBACK | FICTION

Scandal erupts in the Val de Follet town 
of Saint-Sauver when its famous restau-
rant is downgraded from three Michelin 
stars to two. The restaurant is shamed 
and the leading goat’s cheese supplier 
drowns himself in one of his own pas-
teurisation tanks. Or does he?

Valérie d’Orçay, staying at Richard 
Ainsworth’s B&B, isn’t convinced that it’s 
a suicide. Despite his misgivings, Richard 
is drawn into Valérie’s investigation, and 
finds himself becoming a major player.

The rip-roaring sequel to 
Death and Croissants – 
now optioned for TV 

FARRAGO

Death and 
Fromage

Ian Moore

16 March 2023
ISBN 9781788424271

Crime and mystery

304 pages | £8.99

B-format paperback

Territories: World exc. USA, Can

A Follet Valley Mystery,
Book 2

Christmas Special
A-format HB | £8.99 | 96 pages

9781788424257

Book 1
B-format PB | £8.99 | 288 pages

9781788424233

MORE IN THE FOLLET VALLEY SERIES



A FOLLET VALLEY MYSTERY
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HARDBACK | FICTION

Richard’s B&B has been taken over by a 
production company shooting a period 
drama at the Château de Valençay. But 
everything grinds to a halt with the 
sudden passing of an actor in
suspicious circumstances.

To get to the bottom of things, Valérie 
d’Orçay and Richard offer catering 
services to the hastily resumed production. 
There they discover more vanity, duplicity 
and murder than an 18th-century French 
court, with more heads set to roll...

The hilarious third book in 
The Times-bestselling 
Follet Valley mystery series

Ian Moore is a leading stand-up comedian, 
known for his sharp, entertaining punditry. 
A TV/radio regular, he stars in Dave’s 
satirical TV show Unspun and Channel 5’s 
topical show Comedy Bigmouths.

Death at the 
Chateau

Ian Moore

1 June 2023
ISBN 9781788424059

Crime and mystery

304 pages | £14.99

Demy hardback

Territories: World

A Follet Valley Mystery,
Book 3

@MonsieurLeMoore
monsieurLeMoore
www.ianmoore.info

150,000 
sold across 

the series!
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A DOLLY MYSTERY

Dorothy Dunnett’s classic crime series, featuring a smart, 
independent heroine and plot twists sure to surprise!

Tropical Issue
A Dolly Mystery, Book 1

13 April 2023
272 pages

9781788424097

DOLLY SERIES | PAPERBACK | FICTION

Rum Affair
A Dolly Mystery, Book 2

11 May 2023
272 pages

9781788424110

Ibiza Surprise
A Dolly Mystery, Book 3

8 June 2023
272 pages

9781788424134

A Dolly Mystery
Crime and mystery

£8.99 | B-format paperback

Territories: World English

Scottish make-up artist Rita 
is on Madeira trying to find 
out who killed Kim-Jim. Not 

one for quitting, she gets 
caught up in an international 

drug-smuggling ring.

World-leading coloratura 
soprano Tina Rossi arrives in 

Edinburgh to find an
unknown corpse.  A race to 
the Hebrides to discover the 
truth turns into a race for life.

When Sarah Cassells, 
a British woman who has just 

completed her training as 
a chef, hears of her father’s 
violent death on Ibiza, she 

refuses to believe it is suicide.

Dorothy Dunnett gained an interna-
tional reputation as a historical fiction 
writer before turning to crime writing. In 
1992 she was awarded an OBE for her 
services to literature. She died in 2001.

4   Operation Nassau (July)
      ISBN 9781788424158

Other Dolly Mysteries 
coming in 2023:

5.   Roman Nights (August)
      ISBN 9781788424172

6.   Split Code (August)
      ISBN 9781788424196

7.   Moroccan Traffic (September)
      ISBN 9781788424219



MARVELLOUS MILNE
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Discover A. A. Milne’s collection of wonderful fiction for 
adults – including never-published-before short stories

The Complete Short Stories of A. A. Milne
13 July 2023

ISBN 9781788424493

304 pages | £20

Royal hardback, quarter binding

Territories: World English

A. A. Milne’s real passion lay elsewhere 
from Winnie-the-Pooh, as this efferves-
cent prose collection shows. Collected 
in full for the first time, here are his 
complete short stories and sketches for 
grownups. 

Over 50 delightful stories, including 
several unpublished pieces, show Milne’s 
brilliance as a comic sketch and short 
story writer.

A. A. Milne (Alan Alexander) is best known for his books about 
the teddy bear Winnie-the-Pooh. Before WWI, he was Editor 
of Punch magazine and, after leaving the army, he began to write 
plays, short stories and novels. Milne continued to be a prolific 
writer until his death in 1956.

Mr Pim (August) 				   ISBN 9781788424516
Two People (September)			   ISBN 9781788424530
Four Days’ Wonder (October)	 	 ISBN 9781788424554 
Chloe Marr (November)	 		  ISBN 9781788424578
The Rabbits (November)			   ISBN 9781788424592

Other Marvellous Milne coming in 2023:



PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

Hettie and Tilly are summoned to a 
mysterious tea party hosted by Tilly’s 
long-lost great-aunts. But the ancient 
windmill they live in is not what it seems, 
and very soon begins to reveal its 
terrifying secrets of murder and betrayal. 

Join these fearless cats as they investigate 
another pastry-laden mystery for The 
No. 2 Feline Detective Agency.

Cats, crimes and capers: 
a fur-raising new case for the 
No. 2 Feline Detective Agency!

The Windmill 
Murders

Mandy Morton

4 May 2023
ISBN 9781788424332

Crime and mystery

240 pages | £8.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: World

The No. 2 Feline Detective Agency, 
Book 11

Book 7
9781788421003

Book 8
9781788421874

MORE IN THE NO. 2 FELINE DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES

Book 6
9781788420983

Book 9
9781788423052

Book 10
9781788423540

Mandy Morton began her professional life as 
a musician. More recently, she has worked as 
an arts journalist for national and local radio. 
She lives with her partner in Cambridge and 
Cornwall.

@Icloudmandy
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More coming in 2023–24!

Farrago will republish Books 1–5 in the 
No. 2 Feline Detective Agency series in 
stunning new editions throughout 2023 
and 2024.

HARDBACK | FICTION

Hettie and Tilly are invited to host a 
Christmas Eve murder mystery aboard 
the Santa Claws Express. No sooner has 
the train left the station at Mogbury-on-
the-Tilt than our two feline detectives are 
caught up in a murderous family feud.

Will Hettie and Tilly’s Christmas be 
derailed?

Join our tabby heroes as they plough their 
way through red herrings, hot chestnuts 
and snowbound platforms in a hunt for a 
festive fiend who will stop at nothing.

A covetable Christmas special 
from the No. 2 Feline Detective 
Agency

Murder on the 
Santa Claws 
Express

Mandy Morton

5 October 2023
ISBN 9781788424691

Crime and mystery

112 pages | £7.99

A-format hardback

Territories: World

The No. 2 Feline Detective Agency, 
Book 12

NO. 2 FELINE DETECTIVE AGENCY
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Book 2
9781788424653

Book 1
9781788424431

Book 3
9781788424660

Book 5
9781788424684

Book 4
9781788424677



AN EXMOOR HARBOUR TALE
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PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

When a cosy country cottage goes up for 
sale in Combe Tollbridge, a small fishing 
village tucked away on a quiet corner of 
the Exmoor coast, young couple Jane and 
Jasper decide to make the move.

But whilst Jane is returning to the place 
of happy childhood memories by the sea, 
another recent newcomer to the village, 
Angela, has sadder reasons for her move.

Receiving a warm welcome from the 
colourful residents who call the village 
home, all three soon become embroiled 
in rural life, and find it not as sedate as 
they might have once imagined...

Experience this fictional
village in Exmoor and the
dramas that unfold...

Moving to 
Combe
Tollbridge

Roseanna Hall
3 August 2023
ISBN 9781788424615

Modern & Contemporary Fiction

304 pages | £8.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: World

An Exmoor Harbour Tale, 
Book 1

Roseanna Hall is the pseudonym used by
Sarah J. Mason, to distinguish from her seventeen 
titles in the bestselling Miss Seeton mystery 
series which she wrote as Hamilton Crane – and 
the eight further mysteries under her own name. 
Her titles in the Miss Seeton series have sold 
over 300,000 copies to date.
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THE BOOK OF WITTY WOMEN

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

This anthology showcases the best in new 
humorous short story writing by award-
winning names and the shortlistees of the 
annual CWIP Comedy Short Story Prize. 

From hilarious episodes in the life of a 
new mother, to tales of awkward dates, 
mismatched friendships, village scandal and 
con artistry, these sparkling stories range 
across genres and themes. 

Each proves the power of the short
story to disarm, tickle, entertain, or simply 
reduce you to helpless piles of laughter!

15 laugh-out-loud short
stories by outstanding
contemporary female writers

The Book of 
Witty Women

Kathy Lette, Josie Long, Sadia Azmat, 
Lucy Vine, and many more 

14 September 2023
ISBN 9781788424639

Humorous short stories

384 pages | £12.99

Demy paperback

Territories: World English

15 new laugh-out-loud
stories by women writers Kathy Lette, Josie Long, 

Sadia Azmat, Lucy Vine and many 
more – in association with
Comedy Women in Print

The first ever anthology
dedicated to comedy writing

by female authors!
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PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

It’s New Year’s Eve, and the Rook family 
are at odds with one another.

Unfortunately, not only is their psychic 
rival Aurora coming to their hometown,
but there’s another visitor – Death. The 
newly appointed Replacement Reaper,
who is not grim at all, but a very cute
Canadian. He’s here to end the world – 
albeit ethically and politely. 

Can the family overcome their differences 
in time to stop the ultimate New Year
Countdown? 

A supernatural comedy
adventure about a family
of ghost hunters

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch (Horrible
Histories, Newzoids, The News Quiz,
The Now Show) has a background in satire. 
Born in Wales, and raised in Ilkeston,
Derbyshire, she now lives in Canterbury.

Home Sweet 
Hell

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch

14 September 2023
ISBN 9781788424073

Horror and ghost stories

304 pages | £8.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: World

The Rooks, Book 3

MORE IN THE ROOKS SERIES

9781788423793
The Rooks, Book 1

9781788424035
The Rooks, Book 2

@Scriblit

FARRAGO
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THE ROOKS

ALSO CHECK OUT... THE DARKWOOD SERIES

REVIEWS OF GABBY HUTCHINSON CROUCH

Darkwood series
Sci-fi and fantasy

£8.99 | B-format paperback

Territories: World

Darkwood
Darkwood, Book 1

288 pages
9781788421416

Such Big Teeth
Darkwood, Book 2

288 pages
9781788421447

Glass Coffin
Darkwood, Book 3

304 pages
9781788421478

‘Gabby is one of the funniest writers I know’

SARAH MILLICAN

‘Very funny’

GREG JENNER

‘Pratchetty fun for all the family’

LUCY PORTER
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ROGER ZELAZNY

PAPERBACK | FICTION

All is not what it seems. 

In the murky London gloom, a 
knife-wielding gentleman named Jack 
prowls the midnight streets with his 
faithful watchdog Snuff – gathering
together the grisly ingredients they
will need for an upcoming ancient
and unearthly rite.

All manner of Players, both human and 
undead, are preparing to participate. 
And now the dread night approaches –
so let the Game begin.

‘The last great novel by one of 
the giants of the genre’
George R.R. Martin

A Night in the 
Lonesome
October 

Roger Zelazny

14 September 2023
ISBN 9781788424769

Fantasy

272 pages | £9.99

B-format paperback

Territories: UKC exc. Can

30th Anniversary Edition

MORE BY ROGER ZELAZNY

Roger Zelazny (1937-1995) is one of the most 
revered names in SF and fantasy. During his lifetime 
he was honoured with numerous prizes, including 
six Hugo and three Nebula Awards. He wrote 
more than fifty books, including the Amber novels, 
Lord of Light, and A Night in the Lonesome October.  

9781911440871



THE COMPANY OF FOOLS

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

The Red Lion production of Love and
Miss Harris is booked to tour America,
opening in Manhattan.

On arrival the group finds that it will
be performed in a vaudeville venue
owned by a local mobster. And members
of a rival gang decide to disrupt
the play...

A nostalgic post-war novel to
delight fans of P.G. Wodehouse
and Jerome K. Jerome

Miss Harris in 
the New World

Peter Maughan

7 December 2023
ISBN 9781788423090

Modern and Contemporary Fiction

304 pages | £8.99

B-format paperback original

Territories: World

The Company of Fools, Book 2

MORE BY PETER MAUGHAN

Peter Maughan studied at the Actor’s
Workshop in London, and worked as an actor 
in the UK and Ireland, subsequently founding 
a fringe theatre in Barnes, London. He is the 
author of the beloved Batch Magna series.

9781788421232
Batch Magna

Book 1

9781788423076
The Company of Fools 

Book 1
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Discover our previously published and 
current highlights in fiction and non-fiction.



HIGHLIGHTS
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HIGHLIGHTS | DUCKWORTH

9780715653678 9780715654682 9780715654491

9781788420747 9780715654378 9780715654545

9780715653968 9780715654057 9780715654224

Winner of the 
RSL Christopher 

Bland Prize



Winner of the 
RSL Christopher 

Bland Prize
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HIGHLIGHTS | DUCKWORTH

9780715654699

9780715654569 9780715654583

9780715654668 9780715654507

9780715653685

9780715654514

9780715653555 9780715653739

Winner of 
the HWA

Debut Crown
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HIGHLIGHTS | FARRAGO

9781788424035 9781788424233 9781788423540

9781788423748 9781788424295 9781788423366

9781911440536 9781911440451 9781788420150
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HIGHLIGHTS | FARRAGO

9781788423861 9781788423779 9781788424011

9781788423991 9781788423014 9781788421478

9781788421614 9781788421836 9781788421232



HARDBACK

January 2023
9781912891894

March 2023
9781915087072

PAPERBACK

HARDBACK

January 2023
9781915087058

March 2023
9781915087065

PAPERBACK



Duckworth represents 

The School of Life Press 

to the book trade.

The School of Life is a 

global organisation helping 

people lead more fulfilled 

lives. Through their range 

of books, gifts and 

stationery they aim to 

prompt more thoughtful 

natures and help everyone 

to find fulfilment.

May 2023
9781915087300

HARDBACK

HARDBACK

April 2023
9781912891962

June 2023
9781915087263

PAPERBACK



SALES & DISTRIBUTION
UK TRADE SALES
Pinnacle Booksales UK

Suite J, 15-17 High Street
Elstree

WD6 3BY
Director: David Segrue
t: +44 (0) 7976 273 225

e: david@pinnaclebooksales.co.uk

IRELAND
Repforce Ireland Ltd

3 Strand Road
Sandymount, Dublin

D04 KC84
Ireland

Director: Louise Dobbin
t: +353 868511783
e: info@repforce.ie

ORDERS TO
Macmillan Distribution

Brunel Rd
Houndmills

Basingstoke RG21 66XS
t: +44 (0) 845 070 5656

e: orders@macmillan.co.uk

OTHER SALES & ENQUIRIES
Duckworth Books Ltd

1 Golden Court
Richmond TW9 1EU

t: +44 (0) 7778 452 441
e: info@duckworthbooks.com
w: www.duckworthbooks.co.uk

AUSTRALIA
Peribo Pty Limited
58 Beaumont Road

Mt Kuring-Gai, NSW 2080
Australia

t: +61 (0) 2 9457 0011
e: info@peribo.com.au

SINGAPORE & MALAYSIA
Pansing Distribution Pte Ltd

1 New Industrial Road
Times Centre

Singapore 536196
t: +65 6319 9939

e: infobooks@pansing.com
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RIGHTS
US/CANADA RIGHTS

Andrea Joyce
e: afgjoyce@gmail.com

TRANSLATION RIGHTS
Sam Edenborough                                            

Greyhound Literary     
t: +44 (0) 7951 602 182

e: sam@greyhoundliterary.co.uk

AUDIO/FILM & TV/OTHER 
RIGHTS QUERIES

Pete Duncan
Duckworth Book Group Ltd

t: +44 (0) 7747 751 577
e: pete@duckworthbooks.com  
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Duckworth Books Ltd
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www.duckworthbooks.co.uk

Catalogue designed by Rob Wilding, rob@duckworthbooks.com
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